Critical Thinking Philosophy 115 syllabus
Heidi E. Phelps

Catalog description: 
Prerequisite: A minimum grade of  ‘C’ in ENG 100 
Transfer acceptability: CSU; UC
Development of skills for critical thinking including open-mindedness, functions  and wayward uses of language, informal fallacies, hypotheses and inductive reasoning, and elementary deductive inference forms. Basic communication skills, especially written, are developed and a critical perspective on world views is emphasized.
Discussion: 
This class is an 100-level class and is required for many California universities. Please check with your counselor to determine whether this is the right class to fulfill your requirements. 
Text Book/required items:
1. Text book: Critical Thinking: A Student’s Introduction, 4th ed.  (There will be other required reading throughout the course, but this is the only book you must purchase for the class.)
2. The ability to reliably create and e-mail Word documents. 
Course Assignment summary:
1. There will be a mid-term and a final exam covering both reading and lecture material. Any material covered in reading and in class may be covered on the exam. 
2. Logic in Society: these assignments will test your ability to apply what you have learned in this class to daily encounters you have with your culture through the media. 
3. Critical thinking argument papers: These papers will teach you to think critically about a topic and express that critical thinking in essay form. You will turn in 3 critical thinking argument papers during the semester on assigned topics.
4. Much of what we will do in this class will be in the form of in-class assignments. We will spend the first ½ hour of the class with assessment of student work, which will be an oral assessment exercise. You will be notified of recommended problem sets to prepare for this oral assessment, and as your name may, or may not, be called for assessment on any given day, you would be well advised to do those problem sets when they are assigned and come to class prepared to present part of your work on them. 
5. All papers and out-of-class work must be e-mailed to your instructor prior to the beginning of class on the day it is due, which will be checked by electronic time stamp. You will e-mail your Logic in Society and your Critical Thinking papers, to Phil1@heidiphelps.com and include your work as a Word document attachment. All e-mail to this address MUST contain an attachment or it will bounce back to you and it will be considered a late assignment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]6. Late assignments will receive a 10% point reduction, no matter how late it is, so it is to your advantage to turn in all your assignments, even if they are late. 
Grading:
Grades will be assigned as follows:
Oral Assessment: 25% 
Exams: 30% (15 % each)
Logic in Society: 15%
Argument papers: 30% (10% each)
My contact information:
As an adjunct with 4 very young children, one who is medically fragile, I am generally unreachable outside of class. If you need to reach me outside of class, I am normally available Fridays from 12:00-2:00pm at Knob Hill Park. I am not available to students via phone, e-mail, FB, or any other method, and will not respond to any communication attempt from you except in class, or at Knob Hill Park on Fridays. Please be advised that while I normally do take my children to the park on Fridays, circumstances rarely prevent us from attending, and so there is no guarantee that we will be there.  For directions, go to http://www.recreationparks.net/CA/san-diego/knob-hill-park-san-marcos.
You will find all assignments, as well recommended problem sets, at www.heidiphelps.com beginning on Monday, January 23, 2012. This is where you will go to find all assignments throughout the semester. 
